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Christmas Eve Worship 
The Christmas Story in Scripture and Song 

December 24, 2016 



 

Musical Recital (begins at 9:45 pm)  –  
 

"Joy to the World"     Handel/Wilson 
"Once in Royal David's City"   Gauntlett/Innes 
"Cantique de Noel"  Adam/Noble 
"Puer Natus Est"  Titcomb 
"O Come, All Ye Faithful"  Wade/Innes      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                    
 

One: Jesus Christ, the son of Mary, the son of God is  
born this night. 

All:   God's word has been made flesh among us. 
One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a  

great light.   
All:  Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness - on them a light 

has shined. 
One: You, O Lord, have multiplied the nation. You have  

Increased its joy.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

All:   His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

One: He is also called Emmanuel, for in him God is with  
us. 

 
*Opening Carol   “O Come, All You Faithful” #135 
 
Lighting of the Candles 
 

One: Rejoice, and do not be afraid! For see, I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all people: those who have walked in the 
gloom of discouragement and despair have seen a great Light. 
(Light the candle of Hope). 
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All: (singing) Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

One: Rejoice, rejoice, and do not be afraid! For those who have lived in 
lands shadowed by oppression and unspeakable violence, even 
on them the Light has shined. (Light the candle of Peace). 

All: (singing) Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

One: Again I say, rejoice! For though the night of grief and sorrow 
should cover us, and the Light around us become night, still there 
is One for whom even the night is as bright as the day. (Light the 
candle of Joy). 

All: (singing) Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

One: And yet again I tell you, rejoice! For though hate and fear reign 
today, in truth the shadow is only a small and passing thing. The 
light of love shines even in darkness, and darkness cannot 
overcome it. (Light the candle of Love). 

All: (singing) Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

CHRIST CANDLE is lit. 
All: (singing)  

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here. 
O, drive away the shades of night  
and pierce the clouds and bring us Light! 

  Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
A Children’s Time “The Christmas Story” 

 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG 

 
The Prophecy Of The Messiah: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  

Joanne Blankenstein 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
The Birth Of Jesus Announced To Mary And Joseph:  

Luke 1:26-38; Josh Cook 
 

Anthem: “Can You See The Light In Bethlehem” 
 
The Preparations For The Birth Of Jesus: Luke 2:1-5 
 Anne Thayer 

 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie, 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 

Jesus Is Born: Luke 2:6-7 
 Joanne Blankenstein 

 
Anthem: “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child” 

 
Jesus' Birth Is Announced To The Shepherds: Luke 2:9-14 
 Josh Cook 

 
Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
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"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
The Shepherds Find Baby Jesus: Luke 2:15-20 
 Anne Thayer 

 
 Anthem: “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” 

   
Call to the Offering 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Offertory  

 
*Offering Response: “Away in a Manger” #124 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
 

O God of Hope, God of Peace, God of Joy, God of Love, we pray 
you bless these gifts, that they might become a blessing to this 
world you love so very much. May those who receive them know 
that you are with them, in this holy season and in all their days to 
come. In the name of the Child of Bethlehem, Emmanuel the Light 
of the World, we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 
*Lighting of The Candles  
 
*Christmas Carol “Silent Night!”   
 
      Silent night!  Holy Night!   
      All is calm, all is bright 
      round yon virgin mother and child. 
      Holy infant so tender and mild, 
      sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace! 
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      Silent night!  Holy night! 
      Shepherds quake at the sight; 
      glories stream from heaven afar, 
      heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
      Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
      Silent night!  Holy night! 
      Son of God, love's pure light 
      radiant beams from thy holy face, 
      with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
      Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
*Commission 
 

Welcome, Holy Child! 
Your presence transforms our lives. 
Sisters and Brothers,  
before we go forth from this peaceful place, 
let us take a good look around us at one another: 
see what beauty is revealed among us in the light of Christ!  

 
*Anthem “Hallelujah Chorus”   
          
*Postlude - "Fiat Lux" (Let There be Light)   Dubois 
 
*Indicates an invitation to stand either in body or in spirit 

 

 
--Announcements-- 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your staff here at Hamilton 
Park United Church of Christ. 
 
Please leave your poinsettia plant(s) in the sanctuary for Christmas Day 
worship. Thank you. 
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Thank you to all who made the Cookie walk a success. Cookies and cards were 
distributed to all our homebound, who are grateful to you all. Thank you, Renee 
and Phil for this wonderful ministry.  
 
Thank you for your many Christmas cards and the cookies. It is nice to have 
your caring support. God Bless, Bill Groff 
 
Thank you to all who helped with the poinsettia tree! – Barb McGee 
 
Thank you for a great Christmas baked potato luncheon party. The Lancaster 
County Re-entry Management Organization appreciates your support. 

 
Weekly Offering Envelopes are available for pickup in the  
narthex. Note that your offering number has been reassigned. It is now in 
alphabetical order based on last name. 
 
The Art Alley now has a display of Advent reflection titled "Waiting .... With a 
Hope-Filled Heart".  Each piece (paper collage with acrylic paint) has one or two 
words for the observer to reflect on and find their personal meaning during the 
season of Advent.  Also displayed are coat pins made with vintage and antique 
buttons.  Reflect and Enjoy!  Thank you, Deb, Frailey. 
 
The next Watch will be mailed out in late January 2017. Deadline for newsletter 
material will be Sunday, January 15, 2017. Please have your information to 
Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator by then. E-mailing it to her at 
HPUCC@verizon.net is the best way to submit it or you can drop the information 
off anytime.    
 
There will be a congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, Jan 8th, 2017.   
 
Support our Pre-School: A box will be available in the narthex for your gifts to 
the Pre-School. Here are some items that are needed: big & small white paper 
plates, animal crackers, Nella wafers, and puff stuff. 

 
Interim Pastor Rev. David Goode is available at all times on his cell phone 

(717) 825-6568, by text or by e-mail at dgoodepastor@yahoo.com. He will be in 
the church office Monday through Thursday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm as 
well as other times. Please feel free to drop in or schedule a time to visit. 
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Bulletins are printed on Thursdays. Please have all bulletin information and 
announcements to Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator by 
Wednesday. E-mailing it to her at HPUCC@verizon.net is the best way to 
submit it or you can drop the information off anytime.    

 

Hamilton Park United Church of Christ 
 

Ministers: All of our members 
Rev. David R. Goode, Interim Pastor 

Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator 
Deborah Ann Konupka, Director of Music 

Darlene Sugarwala, Organist 
Vivian Bennawit, Sexton 

Megan Griffith, Director of Pre-School Program 
 
Welcome all to Hamilton Park United Church of Christ on this Christmas 
Eve. We are so glad that you choose to worship here this evening. Please 
sign our guest book located in the entrance hall and fill out a welcome card 
found in your pew. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   
 
Acolyte: Gavin Cook and Darius Frailey    
 
Lectors: Joanne Blankenstein, Josh Cook, and Anne Thayer 

 
Usher/Greeter Team: Moyra Glass, Marianna Rasmussen, Helen Reese, Jill 
Sultzbach 
 
Flowers: The altar flowers are given by Deborah Konupka in honor of her 
mother’s birthday.  
 
Flower delivery: Deb will take both arrangements. 
 

Hearing assistance devices and 
enlarged bulletins are available. 
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