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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2016 at 9:30 am 

 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4


 
Hamilton Park United Church of Christ 

 
Ministers: All of our members 

Rev. David R. Goode, Interim Pastor 
Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator 
Deborah Ann Konupka, Director of Music 

Darlene Sugarwala, Organist 
Vivian Bennawit, Sexton 

Megan Griffith, Director of Pre-School Program 
 
Welcome all to Hamilton Park United Church of Christ. We 
are so glad you choose to worship here this morning. Nursery 
care for children in kindergarten and younger is provided. The 
nursery is located outside the front of the sanctuary down the hall 
and to the right. Bathrooms are also in the same location. Please 
sign our guest book located in the entrance hall and fill out a 
welcome card found in your pew.    
 
 
Acolyte: Josh Cook 
 
Lector: Flora Poulos 
 
Usher/Greeter Team: Linda Hessinger, Helen Reese, Brian 
Haflin, Moyra Glass 
 
Nursery Team: Jill Sutzbach 
 
Flowers: The altar flowers are given by Brian & Robin Haflin in 
loving memory of Daniel Hines. 
 
Flower delivery: The Haflins will take both arrangements. 
 
 

Hearing assistance devices and 
enlarged bulletins are available. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude – "Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light"   Schop/Bach 

 
Choral Introit – "People, Look East" - Higham 

 
*Call to Worship                                                                    
 

One: Jesus, God sent you in mercy to be Emmanuel, God-with-
us. 

All:  Teach us the compassion of God. 
One: Jesus, your life took flesh in the mercy of Mary's womb. 
All:  We rejoice in the compassion of Mary. 
One: Jesus, your family took shape in the mercy of Joseph's 

welcome. 
All:  We give thanks for the compassion of Joseph. 
One: Jesus, your holy family knew the struggle of the poor, when 

they were refused the mercy of shelter in Bethlehem. 
All:  Teach us the compassion of God; 

Lead us in the ways of justice and mercy. 
 
*Hymn  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #116 
 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 

One:  Love. Everything begins with Love.  
Many: From the beginning of creation to the end of time, 

 God’s love colors everything.   
One:  Open your hearts to love and you will recognize  hope 

 shining in the most ancient of promises. 
    (The candle of Hope is lit)  

One:  Love. Everything continues with Love.  
Many: From strangers across oceans to neighbors next 

 door, God’s love dwells in everything.  

One:  Live love as a way of being and you will see peace 
 shining in each and every face that images: 
 beloved.  

   (The candle of Peace is lit) 
One:  Love. Everything ends with Love.  
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Many: From the most challenging struggle to the 

 most wondrous delight, God’s love flows 
 through everything.  

One:   Give love with open hands and you will find joy  
 Shining in the surprises that undo us and 
 transform us.  

     (The candle of Joy is lit) 
One:  Love. Everything leans toward Love.  
Many:  From the greatest ruler to the tiniest baby,  

    God’s love changes everything.   
One:  Prepare the way for love and you will find love 

 shining in each and every breath that whispers: 
 Emmanuel.  

  (The candle of Love is lit, and the congregation sings:) 
 

Shine a candle in the darkness,  
breathe new hope into our lives. 
Wind your blessed peace around us  
till the day when Christ arrives. 
Shine a candle in the darkness. 
Wind your blessed peace around us. 
Shine a candle in the darkness,  
breathe new hope into our lives. 
Wind your blessed peace around us  
till the day when Christ arrives. 

 
Scripture Settings: Flora Poulos 
       Today’s Prayer 
        First Lesson:  Isaiah 7:10-16 
        Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (guitar leads; congregation sings response)                                                                       
        Second Lesson: Romans 1:1-17 

Gospel reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Sermon    “No Christmas Pageant This Year” 

Rev. Jack Esbenshade 
 
*Hymn “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” #105 
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The Prayers of the Church (includes prayer concern sheet) 

One:  God is with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
One:  Let us pray. 

 
Our Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
 
Prayer Response “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #133  
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray. 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell. 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our lord Emmanuel! 

 
Anthem: "Mary, Did You Know?" -- Lowry/Greene/arr. Greer 

 
Search committee Update: Mark Wittensoldner 
 

Invitation to Give 
                                                        

Let us give praise and thanks to God  
for the miracles and blessings in our lives  
by offering to God gifts of our time, talents, and treasure. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Offertory – "Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine"  Hoegner     

 
*Offertory Response (verses 1 and 3 of #159) 

 
As with gladness those of old 
Did the guiding star behold 
As with joy they hailed its light 
Leading onward, beaming bright 
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So, true Morning Star, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare; 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

 
*The Offertory Prayer  
 

We offer to you, O God, these gifts of our lives and 
service. Keep us close Lord, to all who need your love, 
justice, compassion, and healing; help us to show them 
that you are known in Jesus Christ, whose compassion 
lives in all of us. Amen. 

 
*Closing Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain” #154 
 
*Commission/Benediction 
 
*Postlude – "Go Tell it on the Mountain"  Carter 
                                                                  
* Indicates an invitation to stand either in body or in spirit. 

 
- ANNOUNCEMENTS - 

 
Meetings/Events this week (December 18, 2016): 
 
Sunday Choir rehearsal  

Worship 9:30 am  
Children Sunday School during worship time  
After Worship … baked potato luncheon and 
Christmas Project (see below for details)  
 

Tuesday  Zumba 6-7 pm in the social hall; $5 per session  
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Wednesday Morning Prayer group at 7:00 am in the chapel. 
 

Saturday Christmas Eve Service 9:45 pm 
 

Sunday Christmas Day Worship 9:30 am  
 

Attendance last week: Sunday School (7); Worship (78)  
 
Please give our guest minister Rev. Jack Esbenshade a warm welcome 
today. For some, it will be re-connecting with an old friend. Thank you, 
Jack, for being with us today. 
 
Christmas baked potato luncheon party will be following worship today. 
Donations will be accepted.  
 

Weekly Offering Envelopes are available for pickup in the narthex.  
Note that your offering number has been reassigned. It is now in 
alphabetical order based on last name. 
 
You are invited to the Ginger Bread Display at RLPS Architects 
TODAY from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. This has been an annual event hosted 
by Eric McRoberts. RLPS Architects is located at 250 Valleybrook 
Drive, Lancaster Across From Universal Gym. 
Christmas Project: We will be assembling bags of items needed for those 
who are being released from prison. They will be given to the Lancaster 
County Re-entry Management Organization to hand them out. Also, bags 
with cards and cookies will be delivered to the homebound shut-ins. Please 
come share in the fun of serving others! 
 
Cookie Walk leftovers are for sale today. 
 
Christmas Eve worship will begin with a Musical Recital at 9:45 pm and 
lighting of the candles. The theme is “The Christmas Story in Scripture and 
Song.” We will listen to the story read and sung by the choir and the 
congregation. It will conclude with a “Candlelight Service Benediction” and 
the choir singing the “Hallelujah Chorus”.   
 
Stewardship Campaign 2016: I would like to thank the stewardship 
committee team and all the members of Hamilton Park Church for helping 
to make this a successful campaign. We are in the process of calculating  
the pledge cards and by Dec.12th or so should have an idea on the 2017  
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budget. If anyone did not see the album and would like to, please contact 
me (Tony Madonna by e-mail at tmad7656@comcast.net or cell phone 
(717)-203-9796. Feedback and suggestions are welcomed so that we can 
continue to make improvements! 

 
The Art Alley now has a display of Advent reflection titled "Waiting .... With 
a Hope-Filled Heart".  Each piece (paper collage with acrylic paint) has one 
or two words for the observer to reflect on and find their personal meaning 
during the season of Advent.  Also displayed are coat pins made with 
vintage and antique buttons.  Reflect and Enjoy!  Thank you, Deb, Frailey. 
 
The next Watch will be mailed out in late January 2017. Deadline for 
newsletter material will be Sunday, January 15, 2017. Please have your 
information to Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator by then. E-mailing 
it to her at HPUCC@verizon.net is the best way to submit it or you can drop 
the information off anytime.        

 
Support our Pre-School: A box will be available in the narthex for your 
gifts to the Pre-School. Here are some items that are needed: big & small 
white paper plates, animal crackers, Nella wafers, and puff stuff. 

 
Grocery store gift cards are giving a needed boost to our Community 
Meals Program.  Gift cards are available in the Narthex.  Participating 
grocery stores (Weis, Giant and Stauffer’s) donate 5% of all monies 
received to our mission budget. We have earned $13,339.01 for missions 
over the years! 

 
Food Bank: The following are staples always needed: canned fruit, 
oatmeal, soups, tuna, canned beans, dry pasta, cat food, dog food, and 
reusable grocery totes. Remember the Food Bank! 
 
Interim Pastor Rev. David Goode is available at all times on his cell 
phone (717) 825-6568, by text or by e-mail at dgoodepastor@yahoo.com. 
He will be in the church office Monday through Thursday from 10:00 am to 
1:00 pm as well as other times. Please feel free to drop in or schedule a 
time to visit. 
 
Bulletins are printed on Thursdays. Please have all bulletin information 
and announcements to Kaliane Prak, Church Office Administrator by 
Wednesday. E-mailing it to her at HPUCC@verizon.net is the best way to 
submit it or you can drop the information off anytime.        
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