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“When Your World is Shaken”                                        
Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 21:5-19 
November 13, 2016 (Veterans Day Sunday) 
Rev. David Goode 
 
Today we honor our veterans. You may have attended the 
Veterans Day parade and ceremony on Friday in Lancaster. 
Maybe you have seen the new plaque honoring Lancaster County 
Korean War veterans that was unveiled on Veterans Day. Maybe 
you have visited the World War II Memorial that honors the 16 
million who served in the armed forces of the United States, the 
more than 400,000 who died, and all who supported the war effort 
from home. 
 
In the reading from Luke this morning, Jesus talks about wars, 
saying, “Nation will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and 
over.” (Luke 21:10-11 MSG). World War II featured something 
almost more horrific than war, the Holocaust - the murder of 
nearly six million Jews. Years ago, following World War II, a short 
poem was found carved on a cellar wall in Cologne, Germany. 
This cellar was a place where many Jews had hidden during the 
holocaust. The words of this poem have been translated, "I 
believe in the sun even when it is not shining. I believe in love 
even when I cannot feel it. I believe in God even when he is 
silent." I cannot even begin to imagine the horrors that the many 
Jewish men, women, and children experienced during those 
years. Whole communities were wiped out; families were torn 
apart; and lives were destroyed. Somehow, a holocaust survivor 
could say, that no matter what, we are safe with God in all 
circumstances.  
 
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is talking about the end times, 
saying, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portent and great 
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signs from heaven. You will be betrayed, even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to 
death. You will be hated by all because of my name.” (Luke 
21:10,11 and 16). This morning I want us to find a word of hope 
from God, even when our world is shaken to its core. Even when 
we think our world is coming to an end. When I looked up this 
passage on line yesterday, it sent me to a web site that said, “If 
Hilary Clinton gets elected, world war 3 is coming.” 
(www.alamongordo.com). I guess we avoided that one. Walid 
Shoebat predicted that he was 100% certain that the world will 
come to end on October 31, 2016. Thank God that date has 
passed. Computer scientist Nora Roth on MarkBeast.com claims 
that the world is going to an end in the fall of 2016. I guess that 
means we do not have too much time left. 
 
Here is how I think the media will report the End of the World 
when it comes. The Wall Street Journal: “Dow Jones plummets as 
the world ends”. USA Today: “We're Dead.” Sports Illustrated: 
“Game Over.” Readers Digest, simply: “BYE.” 
  
Today we read about Jesus warning his followers not to be 
deceived about the end of the world. The signs of the end (wars, 
earthquakes, famines) will occur repeatedly. Christians will be 
persecuted. Moreover, God will not abandon them. The Holy 
Spirit will give them the right words to speak when they are on 
trial. In addition, by enduring whatever suffering comes, Christ’s 
disciples will be saved. Though their bodies will be persecuted, 
their spirits will remain unharmed. Therefore, we are to trust in 
God no matter what. 
 
Today I want us to focus, not on the end of the world, but on 
endings in our own lives. Times when our world collapses and it 
seems to us that it is coming to an end. Times when our world is 
shaken to its foundation and falls apart. It may be that your world 
has collapsed. You are the one who is suffering and sees no hope 
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for the future. You may have lost a loved one – husband, wife, 
brother, sister, parent, child, friend. The well-loved voice is silent; 
the house empty, an aching heart and a void within; your world 
seems to have ended. On the other hand, you may have received 
bad health news that you are struggling to come to terms with. 
How will I cope with all that is happening and what may happen in 
the future? You may have entered a retirement community 
reluctantly or under duress. Maybe your retirement funds are 
running out. Whenever these kinds of things happen, our world 
falls apart. Those people we have relied on; those things we have 
trusted; those events we have put our faith in have gone. These 
are times of great testing – testing of our faith, testing of our belief 
in God – maybe even wondering whether there is a God. Times 
like these can shake our faith to the core. 
 
In the reading from Luke’s gospel, when Jesus was talking about 
the shaking and collapsing that will take place at the end, he gave 
his listeners some hope. It was not all doom and gloom. At the 
end of the passage, Jesus told the people to stand firm and not to 
give in to hopelessness and despair. Jesus said, “Not a hair on 
your head would perish”. What does that mean for me? By 
standing firm with God, we will receive hope. So, stand firm and 
hold on.  
 
God did not desert them and God will not desert us. During the 
turmoil of our lives, when our world seems to have collapsed, God 
who has always been with us IS WITH US STILL. God, who has 
been faithful in the past, remains faithful today. God, who has 
lavished his love on us through Jesus Christ our savior and Lord, 
has not deserted us now in our time of need. The times when we 
believe our faith being tested and we feel crushed by life; THESE 
are the very times when God is closest to us, even though we 
often do not realize it. When our world seems to be collapsing 
around us, God stands firmly in the midst of the rubble. That is 
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what the prophecy of Isaiah is all about in our reading this 
morning. 
 
In Jesus, God came into the world. He came to share in all the 
joys and sorrows of life. He came to know what life is like and to 
show us what God is like. And, because he came, because he 
lived, because he died and rose again, he stands firmly and 
squarely with us in this life. Christ reaches out to us, to you and to 
me, when our world seems to be collapsing and falling apart.  
 
God’s love comes close to us in many ways. God’s peace comes 
to those caught in a storm. God’s joy comes where faith 
encounters fear. God’s grace comes to those whose grace is all 
used up. Stand firm, do not lose hope. "I believe in the sun even 
when it is not shining. I believe in love even when I cannot feel it. I 
believe in God even when he is silent." You are safe with God. 
The choir and I hope that you can say with confidence today, “It is 
well with my soul” (name of anthem to be sung now). 


