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Luke 19:1-10 
 
Jesus singled out Zacchaeus, calling Zacchaeus to spend time 
with him. Despite Zacchaeus’ reputation, Jesus affirms him as 
being worthy of his special attention. Jesus wants Zacchaeus to 
be part of his life and ministry. Do you hear Jesus calling to you 
today? Do you hear Jesus calling to Hamilton Park United Church 
of Christ to be part of bringing salvation to all? Even if we do not 
feel worthy, Jesus calls us. Jesus even calls people with criminal 
records in Lancaster County through the Lancaster County 
Reentry Management Organization, which we will learn more 
about from Melanie Snyder a little later in the service. Jesus is 
calling, are we listening? 
 
Zacchaeus was a man who lived in the city of Jericho. We heard 
that Zacchaeus “was one of the most influential Jews in the 
Roman tax collecting business; and he had become very rich.” To 
become a tax collector, you had to bribe a Roman official. Rome 
told you how much to collect and if you could collect more, you 
would keep the extra. Zacchaeus was good at gouging his fellow 
Jews, so he ended up being quite wealthy. 
 
For a Jewish man to become a Roman tax collector was 
unthinkable. It was high treason. It was like going over to Syria 
and joining ISIS.  You would be hated for being a traitor. If you 
became a Roman tax collector as a Jew; your family would 
disown you, you would never be allowed to worship in the 
synagogue and you would be looked at as bad as a murderer. As 
a result, Zacchaeus was miserable on the inside.  
 
If you are feeling a little down, you came to the right place today, 
because this is a place of hope. This is a place of Jesus Christ. 
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How do we know that we can have hope even when things do not 
look like they are going well in our lives or in our church? Because 
we know that God notices us and we matter to God. 
 
Jesus noticed Zacchaeus up a tree. He said to him: “Zacchaeus!” 
Quick, come down! For I must be a guest in your home today.” 
Why do you think Jesus did that? I think it was because Jesus 
knew Zacchaeus’ heart, just as He knows your heart today. You 
might be up a tree today, or maybe even out on a limb. You may 
think God has forgotten you, but there has never been a time 
when God took His eyes off you. God notices you and sees every 
breath you take. 

 
God notices us and lifts us up. All his life, Zacchaeus had been 
ridiculed and rejected. He was a corrupt tax collector. Jesus 
looked up at Zacchaeus in front of this huge crowd and called him 
by name, which probably shocked everybody because Jesus 
knew the name of the biggest crook in town. Nevertheless, 
despite Zacchaeus’ sin, Jesus lifts him up while everybody else is 
putting him down.  
 
You have probably heard it said that God loves you so much that 
he carries your picture in his wallet. Can you imagine, on God’s 
refrigerator is a picture of you and Hamilton Park United Church 
of Christ. Isaiah 49:16 God says; “See, I have written your name 
on my hand….” God lifts us up and believes that we are worthy of 
being in mission and ministry with Christ today. No matter who we 
are or where we are along life’s journey; God wants us today. 

 
People made Zacchaeus feel unloved because he was a cheat. 
So, Jesus did something about it. He did not just walk up to the 
tree and look up and noticed Zacchaeus. In addition, He did not 
just call him by name and affirm him in front of those who hated 
him. He invited Himself to Zacchaeus’ home for dinner. We read 
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in verse 7, “All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has 
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 
 
We are all a bit like Zacchaeus. We have done things that have 
hurt others. We have made some poor choices in life. Hamilton 
Park Church has hurt others and made some poor choices. 
However, Jesus is far more interested in changing us than He is 
in condemning us. He looks at you and says, “I know you, I love 
you and I want you to be part of my service of salvation to all.”  
 
God has called you and Hamilton Park United Church of Christ for 
a purpose. What are you going to do? Zacchaeus’ response was 
to quickly climbed down from the tree and bring Jesus to his 
home with great excitement and joy. He took Jesus up on His 
offer for a relationship and seemed to be changed instantly. 
Verses 8-9, says: “Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 
‘Look, half of my possessions I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone, I will pay back four times as much.” Jesus 
responded, “Today salvation has come this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham.” Something had happened in his heart, 
because the most selfish man in the city suddenly became the 
most generous man in the city. Jesus Christ and the love of God 
changed him. Jesus says, that is why I came, to seek out and 
save the lost. That is our purpose and mission today. 
 


