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A newspaper comic strip showed a little boy kneeling beside his 
bed for his bedtime prayer and saying with some measure of 
disgust, "Dear God, Uncle Jim still doesn't have a job; Sis still 
doesn't have a date for the prom; Grandma is still feeling sick - 
and I'm tired of praying for this family and not getting results." 
Praying is a problem for this little boy and I think that he is not 
alone. Prayer is a problem for many modern people, especially 
when our prayers do not produce what we want. When we take 
prayer seriously, we do not hesitate to be persistent and 
consistent in our times with God.  

 
In today’s parable, the poor widow kept on begging the judge to 
grant her justice. She did not just ask once and say, “Let me know 
what you decide.” She peppered his ears with persistent petitions. 
Have you ever asked God for something, and when God did not 
answer your prayer immediately, you quit praying? That is a big 
mistake. 
 
The most effective prayers in the Bible are those that were prayed 
persistently. In Psalm 55:16-17, David wrote: “I call to God, and 
the Lord saves me. Evening, morning, and noon I cry out in 
distress, and he hears my voice.” David was not one of those 
one-a-day vitamin prayers. He was an all-day pray-er! 
Remember, Paul tells us to pray without ceasing. 
 
In the Old Testament, Hannah desperately wanted a child. For 
many years, she prayed and prayed to have a child. And after her 
prayer went unanswered for years she didn’t say, “I give up!” Or 
like that little boy in the newspaper comic strip, talking to God with 
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disgust. She kept on praying for years, and eventually God gave 
her a son - Samuel, the mighty prophet. 
 
Even Jesus prayed persistently. On the night before the 
crucifixion, He was in the Garden of Gethsemane pouring out His 
heart to God His Father. His prayer burden was so intense there 
were drops of blood, like sweat, on His forehead. He prayed, 
“Father, take this cup from me - but not my will but yours be 
done!” He prayed it repeatedly. Three times Jesus cried out to His 
Father who heard Him, gave Jesus the strength and resolve to 
face the cross. 
 
Paul had some kind of painful affliction that he called “a thorn in 
the flesh”. He begged God to remove the pain. He asked not 
once, not twice, but three times before the God answered. And 
when God answered, it wasn’t the answer Paul was wanting. God 
did not take away the thorn; instead, God gave him the grace to 
cope with the pain. Therefore, Paul began to give God glory in the 
midst of his pain. 
 
Persistence is an important factor in prayer. However, persistence 
is a valuable commodity for every area of our Christian life, not 
just prayer. God blesses those who persist. Therefore, whatever 
you may be facing right now, do not give up! This parable of 
Jesus concerning the widow and the dishonest judge is a story 
about encouragement. Jesus is saying, ‘Take heart. Don't give up 
praying just because the times are hard’. ‘Keep on praying!’ Why? 
Because of the relationship that we have with God. Keep on 
praying because God is gracious and kind. Keep on praying, even 
if the whole situation looks hopeless in our eyes. Keep on praying 
because God loves us and is waiting to answer our prayers in a 
way that will be for our benefit. Keep on praying because God is 
willing and waiting to hear from us, and wants to apply his loving 
answer to every request we bring to him. Sometimes we may 
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doubt, we may be angry, we may be upset, we may question 
"why?" but God is always there ready to listen. 
 
One of the largest organizations in America is the Quitters Club. 
The reason you have never heard of the Quitters Club is because 
they never meet, the members quit coming. There are no dues, 
the members quit paying them. The Quitters Club is comprised of 
people who faced a tough job, a tough marriage, a tough 
sickness, or a tough failure; and they quit. When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going. However, when the going gets tough, 
the quitters get going...away. What we need in the church are 
people who will exhibit good, old-fashioned “sticktoitiveness.” 
That’s probably not even a word, but it needs to be! 
 
My younger son Jon played football for years. I remember one 
game when he recovered a fumble and headed towards the goal 
line. He was carrying a couple of guys from the other team with 
him. He did not make it to the goal line; but he demonstrated 
persistence or “sticktoitiveness.” 
 
Even the best of people get knocked down in life, but what sets 
them apart from the quitters is that they get right back up. Life is 
full of adversarial people who will tackle you. You will face difficult 
circumstances that trip your feet out from under you. The poor 
widow in Jesus’ parable was knocked, but she refused to stay 
down. She got up and persistently made her request to the judge.  
 
Sadly, many Christians pray, but they really do not expect any 
answer. I heard about a Sunday School teacher who had her 
children write letters to a missionary they had been praying for. 
The teacher explained that the missionary was very busy and 
would not have time to send a reply to every child, so they should 
not expect to hear back from him. One little boy wrote this letter: 
“Dear Mr. Smith, I am praying for you. I am not expecting an 
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answer.” Are you like that? You pray, but you are not really 
expecting an answer? 
 
I have known people who have quit praying because they did not 
seem to get an answer. If I walk into a room and flip on the light 
switch, I expect the light to come on. If it doesn’t, I don’t curse 
Thomas Edison and say electricity is a lie. I start looking for the 
problem. Maybe the light bulb burned out, or a breaker has been 
tripped, or the power is out. If it seems your prayers aren’t 
answered, don’t quit praying, start looking for the reason. It may 
be the wrong request, or you may have un-confessed sin in your 
life, or the timing may not be right. God always answers prayer. 
God answers prayer in different ways: yes, no or wait. Or god 
may answer our prayers quickly or later or better or simply no. 
 
God may answer your prayer QUICKLY. Jesus used the word 
“quickly” in verse 8 to describe how God answers prayer. The 
word “quickly” is a relative term. If someone was injured, I would 
say, “Call 911 quickly!” However, if a couple gets married only 
four months after they first met, I might say, “They sure got 
married quickly!” The word Jesus used means “suddenly.” Your 
prayers may seem to be unanswered for months, and then 
BOOM! You get the answer. 
 
I heard about a person who was rushing to the mall to buy 
something. It was pouring rain and she did not have an umbrella. 
As she drove into the parking lot she said, “Please, please, Lord 
let me find a good parking place near the front door.” Just as she 
said those words, she saw the back-up lights of a car as it backed 
out the best parking space in the entire lot. She said, “Never 
mind, Lord, I’ve found one myself!” What a joke! God answered 
her prayer so quickly she did not even have time to understand it 
was God at work. God may answer your prayer QUICKLY. 
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God may answer your prayer LATER. God always answers 
prayer immediately, but sometimes it is later. When your prayer is 
heard in heaven, God acts on the request immediately, but it may 
take awhile before you get the answer. If it seems God hasn’t 
answered your prayer yet, don’t quit! The answer could be just 
around the corner. God’s delays are not God’s denials. Our sense 
of timing is flawed, but God’s timing is impeccable. So pray 
persistently, and then wait patiently for God’s answer. 
 
God may answer your prayer QUICKLY or LATER or maybe even 
BETTER. Sometimes we do not get what we ask for, because 
God has something better in store for you. Ruth Bell Graham, the 
wife of Billy Graham once said, “If God answered every prayer of 
mine, I would have married the wrong man seven times!” 
Sometimes when you ask God for something, He has something 
better in store for you! 
 
God may answer your prayer QUICKLY or LATER or BETTER or 
simply NO. When we get a NO, that is still an answer to prayer. 
Do not ever stop praying until you hear God say, “No.” At that 
point, stop making that request and start praying in a different 
way. When my mother was dying of cancer, I prayed and asked 
God to heal her. I did not stop praying, I prayed persistently. After 
years of praying for God to heal her, one day I felt in my heart that 
God was saying, “David, I’m not going to heal her the way you 
want her healed. I’m going to totally heal her by bringing her 
home to be with me.” At that moment, I stopped praying for her 
healing. I changed my prayer to, “Dear Lord, keep her free from 
pain and help her to enjoy the days of physical life that she has 
left” and God answered that prayer. Do not give up on prayer 
because God will never give up on you. 
 


