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There is an old story told of a woman’s husband who had died 
and she wanted to let others know about the funeral. She called 
the person in charge of funeral notices at the paper local paper. 
The widow asked, “how much do funeral notices cost?” The 
response was, “$5.50 per word, Ma’am.” “Good” the widow said; 
she then asked, “do you have a pencil and paper handy?” “Sure 
do Ma’am,” the response came. The widow then said, “okay, 
please write this: ‘Fred Dead.'” The person on the other end was 
puzzled and said, “I’m sorry, Ma’am, I might have forgotten to 
mention there is a five-word minimum.” “Hmmmmm…” the widow 
said as she thought. Then she asked: “Still got your pencil and 
paper?” “Yes, Ma’am.” came the reply. Okay, print this: “Fred 
dead, Cadillac for sale.'” 
 
Paul writes, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith.” How do you want to be remembered when 
you die? What five words do you want on your tombstone? If you 
were at your own funeral and people from the most important 
parts of your life (family, friends, work, and church or community 
organization) were speaking about you, what would you want 
them to say? 
 
Now, maybe I am thinking about this because we have had four 
funerals in the past few weeks. However, as we read Paul’s 
words to Timothy this morning, it seems to me that he is writing 
his own obituary:  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.” How do you want to be remembered?  
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Paul wants to be remembered joyfully as a servant of God, who 
offers himself up as a sweet fragrance. Even though the New 
Revised Standard Version translates Second Timothy 4:6 as 
saying “I am already being poured out as a libation”, it is best 
translated “I am already being poured out like a drink offering”. A 
drink offering was a type of sacrifice. Both Old Testament Jews 
and their non-Jew counterparts were familiar with drink offerings. 
A worshiper would approach the altar of hot coals with a goblet of 
wine. As a prayer or special vow was spoken; the wine would be 
poured on the coals. The wine instantly evaporated, giving off a 
cloud of smoke and a sweet rich fragrance. The drink offering was 
a symbolic way of saying, “I gladly give all that I have to the Lord. 
The sacrifice that I offer is symbol of my wholehearted 
commitment to God. I hold back nothing. All that I have, I gladly 
give to my God.” 
 
Paul also calls his death a departure. This too pictures a concept 
common to his readers. It refers to a ship hoisting the anchor, 
raising the sails, leaving the harbor, and setting sail for a distant 
port. It also refers to an army that has made camp near a 
battlefield. To “depart” means to break camp, leave the battlefield, 
and head for home. Paul joyfully lays down his whole life and is 
ready to go home with no regrets. Paul has fought the good fight, 
finished the race, and kept the faith.  
 
The phrase “I have fought the good fight” was the description of a 
wrestling match. Life can be tough. However, finishing well is 
worth the effort. Finishing well does not mean living primarily for 
your own comfort and spending your time and money on your 
pursuit of the American dream. You may attend church every 
week. You may profess to follow Christ. However, if your purpose 
in life is to be as comfortable as you can, then you are not 
seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. If, on the 
other hand, you live for the purpose of building up the body of 
Christ and extending God’s kingdom through your labors, your 
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time, and your money, in accordance with the gifts and 
opportunities that God has given you, then you are involved in 
that goal of finishing well. Let me tell you, there is no retirement 
from church life and work. 

 

Paul says I have finished the race. Life is a marathon, not a sprint. 
Winning means not quitting. It means not finding excuse after 
excuse to stop working for the church and falling short of the 
finish line. Life is not so much about how fast you go, but do you 
finish well? 

 
Finally, Paul says I have kept the faith. This simply means Paul 
refused to compromise the truth. When other people fell away, 
Paul preached the Word. He did not back down, he did not 
compromise, and he would not preach what people wanted to 
hear. Paul never retired from following God and building the 
church. He fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the 
faith. Paul never stopped fighting, never stopped running, and 
never stopped believing! 
 

How do you want to be remembered? How do you want to be 
remembered in regards to Hamilton Park United Church of 
Christ? “I got tired and stopped fighting for church renewal and 
growth.” “I stopped running for the cause of church renewal and 
growth.” “I stopped believing in a bright new future for the church.” 
 
Do you know that there are five committees here at Hamilton Park 
United Church of Christ that does not have a chairperson? 
Finance and personnel, Property, Fellowship, Care Giving and the 
newest committee Preschool. When the new pastor arrives next 
year, do you want them to bring renewal and growth to Hamilton 
Park Church; or do you want them to run committees? When it is 
all over for you, will you hear the words: Well-done, good and 
faithful servant…enter into the joy of your lord. Or, “you didn’t 
finish well, but come on in anyway.”  
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How do you want to be remembered? What five words will you be 
remembered with? “I killed Hamilton Park Church” or “I saved 
Hamilton Park Church”? Keep on fighting. Keep on running. Keep 
on believing. 

 
*Hymn       "O Jesus, I Have Promised"           #493 
 
 
 


