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“Practice Generosity Now”                                               
1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 
September 25, 2016 
Rev. David Goode 
 
How many of you would like to be remembered as someone who was 
selfish and greedy? Ok, how many of you would like to be 
remembered as a generous person? Most of us would like to be 
remembered more as a generous person than a selfish person. This 
morning we are going to take a look at our bible readings and consider 
how to be a generous person. 
 
There is a story about a mother preparing pancakes for her sons, 
Kevin, 5 and Ryan, 3. The boys began to argue over who would get 
the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first 
pancake; I can wait.” Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 
“Ryan, you should be like Jesus! Give me that first pancake!” 
 
In a telephone survey, people were asked, “Do you consider yourself 
to be a generous person?” An overwhelming number said yes. What 
about you, do you consider yourself generous? The follow up question 
was, “Describe the last time that you did something that was 
generous.” Can you think of the last time that you were generous? 
 
Now, the surveyors did not consider the details of the answer to be 
important. Instead, they had a stopwatch and they were timing the 
respondents to see how long it took them to remember their last 
generous act. Guess what the average time was? Twenty seconds. 
Twenty seconds – that’s a long time. First, there would be a few 
seconds of silence. Then they would hem and haw for a moment 
slowly saying, “Welllllll, let me seeeee.” If it takes us that long to 
remember the last time when we were generous, then are we TRULY 
generous people? 
 
Think of the story of Lazarus and the Rich man for a moment. 
Lazarus, a poor beggar ends up in Abrahams’ arms, while the Rich 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/marks-of-discipleship--generosity-w-maynard-pittendreigh-sermon-on-discipleship-66431.asp
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/1-Timothy-6.asp?passage=1%20Timothy%206:6-6:21
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man ends up in hell. The rich man was selfish, failing to share even 
the crumbs that fell from his table with the beggar who lay at his gate. 
The Law and The Prophets tell us: feed the hungry, look after the 
widow and the orphan, do justice for the alien and the stranger in your 
land, take care of those who are suffering, love God and love your 
neighbor as yourself. The rich man knew the law and he chose to be 
selfish and uncaring. This beggar at his gates was not even worthy of 
the leftovers from his feast. How about us? Do we notice the under 
nourished, the widow, and the orphan? Do we provide justice for the 
alien, the refugee, and the ones who our society choose to 
discriminate?  

 
We do not want to be self-centered like so many people in our society 
today; we want to be like Jesus, generous and caring people. So how 
do we become generous? Today’s second scripture lesson has some 
suggestions. Paul instructs Timothy: do not trust money; put your trust 
in God; and practice generosity. 
 
First, generous people do not put their trust in money. If we look at the 
lesson from first Timothy, Paul has many things to say about this. “The 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” “As for those who in the 
present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God.” On American 
money, there is a motto, “In God We Trust.” Unfortunately, too many 
do not trust the words of the motto; they trust the money that these 
words are printed on. 
 
We just finished watching the final show of the season of “Americas 
Got Talent”, were the winner receives a million dollars. The first of 
these types of shows was “Who Wants To Be a Millionaire?” Now 
there are several shows that give away lots of money. The sad thing 
is, these are some of the most popular shows on TV today. On the 
other hand, we are told to buy a lottery ticket and win more than a 
million dollars. Most of us would say “yes”; I want to be a millionaire. 
Why, because we think that money will solve all of our problems? We 
believe that money will give us happiness. We believe that money will 
give us security. 
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Money does not add up to security. Ecclesiastes 10:5 says this: 
“Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income.” Trusting money is trusting in 
something that does not have the power to make us secure and 
happy. We cling to money thinking it will give us the things we need in 
life. However, if we are to become a generous people, we have to 
learn to stop trusting in money as our source of happiness and 
security, so that we can be able to let go of it and give it away. Andrew 
Carnegie, who amassed a fortune, ended up giving away 99.5% of it. 
He said, “The man who dies rich, dies disgraced.” 

 
You may be aware of the movement called “The Giving Pledge” 
launched by Warren Buffett and Bill Gates in 2010. It is a campaign to 
persuade billionaires to give at least half of their fortunes to charity. As 
of June 6, 2016, 139 individuals from 14 different countries have 
pledged more than $365 billion dollars. Some of you may be thinking, I 
am not rich - I do not have a billion dollars. However, wealth is a 
relative thing and most of us are rich beyond measure compared to 
90% of the world's population. In addition, we are not doing too bad 
compared to about 40% of our own society.  
 
As I was preparing for today, I stumbled upon an interesting website 
that allowed me to find out how rich I am on a world scale.  
(http://livingwage.mit.edu/articles/19-new-data-calculating-the-living-
wage-for-u-s-states-counties-and-metro-areas). I entered my yearly 
income and it told me exactly where I fit in. To give you an idea, I am 
richer than about 5.4 billion people and there are only around 600 
million richer than I am.  That means I am in the world’s top 11% of 
rich people.  Now I do not know what you earn, but to give you more 
of an idea, if you earn more than $10,000 a year you are still in the top 
14% of the world’s richest people.   
 
Generous people do not trust money, they trust God. When we trust 
God, we become generous and are able to share with others. Stop 
trusting in money and trust in God.  
 

http://livingwage.mit.edu/articles/19-new-data-calculating-the-living-wage-for-u-s-states-counties-and-metro-areas
http://livingwage.mit.edu/articles/19-new-data-calculating-the-living-wage-for-u-s-states-counties-and-metro-areas


4 
 

Then we can practice generosity. Generous people become generous, 
by developing the skill of generosity. Paul is trying to teach generosity, 
because generosity is not in our human nature. Generosity is a skill, 
which we must work at. Singing is a skill. Cooking is a skill. Serving 
community meals is a skill. We all have skills. If you stop and think 
about something that you are good at, you are good at it because you 
take the time and energy to develop that skill. And if we practice that 
skill, then we would certainly improve that skill.  

 
Generosity is the same thing. It is not something that comes naturally. 
It is something that we have to work at and develop and practice. Our 
faith constantly offers us the challenge to be generous and giving: 
Giving to the church, giving to our neighbors, giving to strangers, 
giving our time, talents, and money. 
 
Generosity should become the way of life for the Christian. In 
Hebrews 13:16, the Bible says, “Do not forget to do good and to share 
with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Galatians 6:9-10, 
says, “Let us not become tired of doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.” Practice generosity. Be generous to 
your church, to your neighbors and to strangers. What was the last 
thing you did that was generous? What are two or three things you 
could do this week to practice generosity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


